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The Danish 3R Symposium

Bringing people together…
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The annual meeting for the animal welfare bodies

3Rs prize
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Dissemination

Dissemination

Research funding
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Cooperation

Recommendations and statements

https://3rcenter.dk/om-3r-centeret/udtalelser
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Number of animals reported as severe in Denmark

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total # of 
animals

202.609 244.411 273.224 238.537 254.848 258.020 261.750

# of 
”severe 
animals”

2.929 2.168 4.597 1.762 2.909 4.118 3.787

% ”severe 
animals”

1.5 0.9 1.7 0.7 1.1 1.6 1.5

https://en.3rcenter.dk/laboratory-animals/species-and-severity

Number of animals

Animal species 2015 2019

Mice 1,387 1,746

Rats 279 149

Rabbits 4 4

Pigs 130 91

Cows 0 12

Zebrafish 80 62

Other fish 229 2,054

Total 2,168 4,118

The number and type of animals that were reported to the Animal Experiments 
Inspectorate as having experienced severe suffering in 2015 and 2019
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Conclusions

 The research groups reported very thorough prospective discussions with a lot of 
dialogue prior to obtaining the animal experimentation permit from the Inspectorate.

 The use of animals in the severe category can be categorised into two subgroups: 

a) Disease models for especially painful conditions in humans

b) Statutory investigations with unknown endpoints.

 In some circumstances it may be possible to obtain an earlier and more humane 
endpoint for the animals if monitoring is intensified and refined.

 Establishment of network’s where research groups working with fish or with the same 
type of animal models (e.g., the Experimental Autoimmune Encephalitis, AEA, model 
in mice) can share ideas and discuss if it is possible to achieve an acceptable research 
yield while inflicting a lower category of suffering on the animals. 

 The importance of ensuring an ongoing dialogue with Danish agencies (e.g., the 
Danish Medicine agency and the Danish Environmental Protection Agency) who can 
seek to influence international bodies on statutory requirements for using animals.
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Thanks for your attention
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